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USO HOMECOMING STIRS MEMORIES 
Homecomi~g at the University of San Diego will stir past 
memories as well as create new ones for three San Diego area families 
Saturday, November 1. For the first time in the 26-year history of 
the University of San Diego, alumnae of that institution have 
children attending their alma mater. 
Mrs. Francis (Lucia) Bennett of Clairemont, Mrs. Steven (Judy 
Brannan) George, Jr. of San Diego, and Mrs. George (Ruth Collins) 
of La Jolla 
Pflaum~are the mothers of four members of USD's newly-enrolled cla ss 
of 1980. (Mrs. Bennett is the mother of twin daughters, Mercede s a 
Brigi d .) 
All three women said they found what Mrs. Bennett termed "a 
totally different atmosphere" on the present-day campus of their 
alma mater. Mrs. George described the difference as a sense of 
casualness that never existed when she was a student at the Colleg 
for Women. 
The alumnae agreed that the most obvious change came with 
merging the College for Women with the College for Men as the 
University of San Diego in 1972. All three reminisced about th e 
days when men were not allowed to enter the College for Women compl ex . 
Mrs. George noted that they "didn't see much of the men" even though 
they were attending classes just across the street. 
The new life style of the Religious of the Sacred Hearth s 
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the Council of Vatican II, the members of the Religious of the 
Sacred Heart, who owned and operated the College for Women, wore 
black floor-length habits and maintained a totally cloistered life 
aside from their responsibilities in the college. Today. the sisters 
are found wearing street clothes and freely participating in many 
campus and community activities. 
Mrs. George expressed her surprize and pleasure at this new 
life style by describing her daughter Kathy's visit with some of 
the sisters at their off-campus apartment. 
The three mothers commented that the small size of USO attracted 
them and their children to the college. USO has grown, however, from 
Mrs. George's graduating class of only 23 women in 1957. 
Mrs. Pflaum noticed that the course of study her son George is 
pursuing is similar to the liberal arts courses she took at USO. Mrs. 
George agrees that the course of study is much the same, but adds 
that it seems there is now more of an opportunity to study subjects 
"more pertinent to daily life." 
In spite of its present status as an independent university, one 
thing the alumnae feels hasn't changed is the Catholic atmosphere on 
campus. Attendance at worship services is no longer compulsory as 
it was in the late SO's and early 60's, but all three women feel that 
their children appreciate USO as a Catholic-oriented institution. 
Blue jeans and halter tops would -never have been acceptable 
attire at the "old"USD. but for all the changes Mmes. Bennett, George, 
and Pflaum are happy to have their children attending the school on 
the hill. The mothers are also looking forward to visiting with other 
alumni and parents at the Homecoming/Parents Day at USO November 1. 
wh ich includes an introduction to present-day student activities. 
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